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Shell 4000 Centennial Car Rally

[J Abundance is a necessary word when talking about
this year's edition of Shell Canada Limited’s 4000-mile
car rally.

There’s more of everything: competitors, cars,
teams, categories, prize money, miles, days, special
closed sections, challenges and excitement. Even the
name of the event has more to it: “Shell Centennial
4000 Car Rally.”

Good reason exists for the big splurge this year.
It's Canada’s Centennial Year and because of it Shell’s
annual endurance of man and machine has been
planned and organized to make it the best yet on this
continent.

It is fitting, therefore, that the “Centennial 4000"
will conclude at Expo '67 in the new Autostade. That's
the place where international sports competitions will
be taking place all during the summer season and the
rally will be the first official sports event of the jam-
packed schedule.

For the second consecutive year, the “Shell 4000"
will start in Vancouver. This “Centennial 4000 will
take eight days to complete, a day longer than usual.
Actual mileage has been pegged by organizer Jim
Gunn at “around 4,500 miles,” and rallyists, knowing
his fetish for discovering the roughest roads in the
country, will undoubtedly find the route to be most
demanding.

Gunn has succeeded in coming up with the largest
entry list to date, 96 cars at the time of registration
deadline. As is the case in past years, late entries will
be accepted and Gunn figures that another six or seven
crews will submit entries. However, he only will be
able to accept four, giving him a total of 100. That'll
work out to a car for each year of Confederation.

The prize money is at an all-time high, $15,250 and
the purse includes provision for three prizes in two
new categories — Couples and Press. Top money is
$1,000, the same for overall winner, Private category
and Coupe des Dames winners.

Gunn said there would be more closed sections this
year and hints there could be a total of 10. He promises
that there will be at least one in every province in
which the “Centennial 4000 passes.

To further highlight Centennial celebrations, the
“Shell 4000 will visit provincial capitals on route.
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